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Abstract:

The August 14th 2003 Blackout was a watershed moment for North American electric utilities. As the
blackout moves further into history there is a danger that the new crop of engineers will miss out on
many of the lessons learned from this event. Therefore this presentation takes us back to August 14th
2003, showing how a variety of events involving the grid, math, humans, and trees interacted to cause
the largest blackout in North American history.
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