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HISTORY OF THE FREEM AN FELLOWS PROGRAM

The Freeman Foundation was established in 1993 through the bequest and in
memory of the businessman and benefactor Mansfield Freeman, a co-founder of
the international insurance and financial conglomerate American International
Group, Inc., better known as AIG. This private and philanthropic foundation is
dedicated to increasing international understanding between the United States
and the nations of East Asia. It accomplishes this primarily through the
distribution of educational grants.

The f aminhegt@rsto East Asiais a strong one; Mansfield Freeman, a native
of Alpine, New Jersey and a 1916 graduate of Wesleyan University, was a
longtime resident of Asia and a distinguished scholar of Chinese philosophy.

After the death of Mansfield Freeman in 1992, the Freeman Foundation was
established by his son, Houghton ABuckoOo
graduated from Wesleyan University in 1943, and moved from Shanghai to Tokyo
in 1949. Mr. and Mrs. Freeman administered the Foundation until the death of Mr.
Freeman in 2010. The foundation is currently administered by members of the
Freeman family: Doreen Freeman, wife of Houghton Freeman, and Graeme
Freeman, the son of Houghton and Doreen Freeman, a 1977 Wesleyan graduate.

PURPOSE OF THE FREEM AN FELLOWS PROGRAM

The Freeman Fellows Program is designed to provide Chinese academics with
opportunities to do research in their academic field at a national research
university and to communicate with people in the United States with the goal of
increasing their understanding of American culture. The program, hosted by the
Center for East Asian and Pacific Studies at the University of lllinois, is beginning
its 17th year and has hosted 192 Fellows from eleven Chinese universities. In
2012, a partnership with Inner Mongolia University, our 12" partner university,
was established. Current Freeman Fellows program partner universities include:

East China Normal University Renmin University
Fudan University Southwest University
Inner Mongolia University Sun Yat-sen University
Nanjing University Wuhan University
Northwest University Xiamen University
Peking University Zhejiang University

Freem



COMPONENTS OF THE PR~ OGRAM

RESEARCH

The University of Illinois is a research institution that features first rate
professors and excellent research facilities. Faculty members at the University
are expected to conduct research and publish in addition to teaching. Itis the
expectation of the Program that Freeman Fellows will perform research on a topic
in their academic field and produce a published piece of scholarship by the end
of their stay at Illinois. Any material published that is related to work during the
Fellowb s vy ear imman FeHosvs Frogeam should acknowledge the Freeman
Fellows Program.

AUDITING CLASSES

One of the purposes of the fellowship is for Fellows to audit (attend a class
without receiving credit) and participate in courses of interest to them at the
University. Please understand that the Fellow will be responsible for any
resulting charges for any class for which they receive credit. The Freeman
Fellows program will not cover tuition costs. There is no charge to audit the
majority of courses, but the Fellow must confirm with the instructor that the
instructor will allow the Fellow to audit the course. This may be accomplished by
choosing a class and either contacting the professor before the first class meets
or by going to the first class session and asking the instructor for his/her
permission to audit the class. Many of the professors know about the Freeman
Fellows program, and auditing a class with no charge is usually not a problem. In
a few cases, a minimal fee may be required to audit a course. If you are asked to
pay a fee, please let the Freeman Fellows Coordinator know.

SEMINARS

A series of seminars is an essential component of the Freeman Fellows Program.
Each seminar will be led by a university professor, an expert from the community,
or a panel of discussants. The seminars will cover a variety of topics.
Participation in these seminars is required. Fellows will be provided with
background reading materials before each seminar. The seminars will be held in
the conference room of the Freeman Fellows office building. A schedule of the
seminars and other activities for the fall semester will be provided to each Fellow
during orientation. These seminars are only for Freeman Fellows; family
members may not attend.




FACULTY PARTNER

Each Freeman Fellow will be partnered with a member of the University of Illinois
faculty. These partners will help with the intellectual integration of the Fellow on
campus. The faculty partner will meet with the Fellow and introduce them to
other faculty members on campus in their research field and help build
partnerships for future collaborations.

CROSS CULTURAL CONVERSATIONS

During the first semester, a number of HAcross
at the home of alocal resource person, usually a current or retired faculty

member or other member of the community. Each conversation will address a

different topic. This is a time for sharing ideas and individual experiences related
totheweekds topi c. Readings ormridarto¢het opi c wi | |
conversation to contextualize the conversation. A schedule of these

conversations will be provided during orientation. These conversations are

required and are only for Freeman Fellows; family members may not attend.

HOST FAMILY

Each Fellow will be provided with an English-speaking host family arranged by
the Freeman Fellows program. Information about the host family will be sent to
the Fellow shortly before the arrival of the Fellow in the U. S. The host family
relationship will provide opportunities to refine the Fellowd &€nglish skills, to
enrich his or her knowledge of American culture, and to participate in many
varied cultural experiences. The relationship with the host family will be
beneficial to both the Fellow and the host family through a sharing of cultures.
We encourage Fellows to take advantage of this resource by accepting invitations
to participate in community events and family activities with their designated host
family.

FIELD TRIPS

At different times during the year, field trips to various locations in the Midwest
will be arranged for the Freeman Fellows. Some will be day trips, and some will
be overnight weekend trips. University regulations do not allow family members
to participate in these field trips.

Some of the field trips will be related to topics covered in the seminars and others
will be visits to places of interest in the Midwest region of the United States. The
destination and itinerary will be decided by the program coordinator.




These trips are optional; however, once a trip has been announced, we will ask
that those interested in attending make a firm commitment to attend. A majority
of Fellows must agree to attend before the field trip will be planned. A schedule
of the proposed field trips will be provided at the beginning of each semester.

EXPERIENTIAL STUDY TOURS

The Freeman Fellows Program offers optional, supplementary study tours to
enhance and enrich the academic and cultural experience of Fellows. The study
tours are designed to facilitate cultural immersion and exposure to American
culture.

Two or three study tours may be scheduled during the 2012-13 program. The
study tours are four to six day trips by airplane to major cities and sites of
American historical/cultural interest. Destinations of past trips included: New
York City, Boston, and San Francisco. Lectures were held at the University of
California Berkeley, New York University, Bentley University, the Chinese-
American Historical Society, and the Oakland Museum of California History.
Study tours will be linked to Freeman Fellows seminars when possible.

Study tours are guided by CEAPS personnel, and highlight the ethnic, social,
racial, economic, and religious diversity of the United States. Fellows attend
lectures at prominent universities, historical associations, and museums, and
visit notable sites including national parks. Trips are scheduled during vacation
breaks and holidays.

PERSONAL TRAVEL

The Freeman Fellows Program supports the idea of personal travel to enrich the
Fellowd s e x mein theUnited States; however, the Freeman Fellows are
expected to stay on campus during the fall and spring semesters while classes
are in session._ There will be several opportunities during vacation periods to
travel for pleasure. If family members are coming to visit, please arrange their
visit during the University of Illinois vacation periods. There are three major
University vacations in 2012-2013 when travel is allowed. These are:

Thanksgiving Vacation November 17" i November 25", 2012
Winter Vacation December 13", 2012 i January 13™, 2013
Spring Vacation March 16" i March 24™, 2013

Travel may also occur after the first week of May, when the second semester
classes are over.




REQUIREMENTS OF THE PROGRAM

The Freeman Fellows Program encourages the individual Fellow to determine
her/his program and activities. However, there are certain requirements which we
expect the Fellows to honor.

ORIENTATION CLASS

This is a two week class designed to acquaint Fellows with the university
community, the local community, local resources and how to access them, and a
general overview of how to adjust to life in the U. S. This class begins on the first
day of the program and includes processing Fellows into the University of lllinois
system. A schedule of the two week orientation activities will be provided in the
welcome packet when the Fellows arrive.

ACADEMIC RESEARCH PROJECT

An important goal of the Freeman Fellows Program is for each Fellow to begin
and/or complete an academic project. Fellows are expected to take advantage of
this opportunity to conduct meaningful academic research and writing during
their stay at the University of lllinois.

ENGLISH PRESENTATION(S)

Fellows are required to make presentations in English in their area of expertise.
Possible venues a Fellow could present their research include, but are not limited
to, a class they are auditing, a university workshop, Parkland Community College,
or a presentation at the national conference in their research field. Fellows are
also encouraged to present their research in departmental workshops in the
departments where they are conducting their research. It is also possible for
CEAPS to sponsor presentations by Fellows.

Fellows are encouraged to make presentations on topics of their choice as part of
CEAPS outreach efforts. These topics could include Chinese customs, their city,
their university, holidays, or other topics of interest. Such presentations are
especially welcome at local schools, community groups, and nearby Parkland
Community College.




SEMINAR AND CROSS CULTURAL ATTENDANCE

Seminars will be scheduled during the academic school year. Cross Cultural
Conversations will be held six or seven times, beginning during orientation and
continuing through the first few weeks of the semester. Fellows are required to
attend these activities. Reading materials will be distributed in advance to help
contextualize the discussions. Fellows are expected to use these readings as a
basis for discussion during each session. Both the seminars and cross cultural
conversations are conducted in English.

MEETINGS WITH THE COORDINATOR

There will be occasional required meetings with the coordinator, usually before or
after a seminar.

RETURN TO CHINA

At the conclusion of the 10 month program, Freeman Fellows must return to
China. The Freeman Fellows Program will grant no visa extensions.

10
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BENEFITS PROVIDED BY THE PROGRAM

MONTHLY STIPEND

As part of the fellowship, a stipend of 1,800 U.S. dollars per month for living
expenses will be paid to the Fellow. This is adequate for one person. Federal and
state taxes will be withheld from this monthly stipend. Taxes may also be
withheld from travel reimbursements. After March 1, 2013, the University of
lllinois will furnish a statement of earnings covering the period from August 1
through December 31, 2012. In order to receive a refund of the money withheld, a
2012 federal and state tax return must be filed by the Fellow. Instructions will be
provided by the program for filling out the forms. Also, a federal and state tax
form will have to be filed by the Fellow after their return to China. Another
statement of earnings from January 1 through May 31, 2013 will be provided by
the University of lllinois. This statement will be mailed to the address in China
provided by the Fellow. To receive a refund of the taxes withheld for this time
period, 2013 federal and state tax forms must be filed while the Fellow is in China.
Before leaving for China, the Fellow must provide his/her home address in China
in order to receive this statement of earnings in a timely manner.

REIMBURSEMENT FOR CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE

Fellows are encouraged to participate in professional activities, including campus
lectures, public meetings and a regional or national conference in their discipline.
Fellows are encouraged to actively participate in these conferences by engaging
in the panel discussions and/or presenting their own scholarly papers.

Each Freeman Fellow will be allowed up to a $1,000 reimbursement for expenses
connected with attending a conference. In order for the Fellow to be repaid for
their conference expenses, the Fellow must receive approval from the
coordinator before attending the conference. Expenses which will be repaid
include travel to and from the conference site, charges for lodging during the
conference, conference registration fees, taxi or shuttle expenses, and meals
during the conference. The university limits the daily amount to be spent on
meals and lodging. Fellows will be informed of those limits before they travel.
Fellows must keep all receipts from their conference travel. Receipts should be
submitted to the Freeman Fellows Coordinator immediately after returning to
UIUC. All allowed expenses (up to $1,000) will be refunded to the Fellow and the
money will be deposited directly into the Fellowbs bank account.S.
Tax Law, all money paid to a Freeman Fellow, including the stipend and all
reimbursements, will have state and federal tax withheld. (See information under

11
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monthly stipend) Conference travel is only for the Freeman Fellow scholars. No
expenses for family members will be reimbursed.

HEALTH INSURANCE

The Freeman Foundation provides health insurance for Fellows from the
beginning date of the program, August 1, 2012 through the ending date of the
program, May 31, 2013. Each Fellow will be provided with information about the
policy and what it covers. The university and the program are not responsible for
providing coverage for family members. The university does require that family
members are covered by insurance, so the Fellow is responsible for acquiring
and paying for insurance to cover their family members.

MEDICAL CARE

If medical care is needed while at UIUC, there are two local medical facilities,
Carle Clinic, and Provena Covenant Medical Center/Christie Clinic. If medical
care or advice is needed, call or visit either of these facilities. Please see these
websites for more information: http://www.carle.org/, www.provena.org/covenant,
www.christieclinic.com.

Please note that McKinley Hospital, which is a division of the University of lllinois,
can only be used by students. Freeman Fellows cannot be treated there. Several
convenient care facilities are available, where no appointment is necessary.
Information on the location of the convenient care facilities can be found on the
websites of the medical facility, either Provena or Carle. The health insurance
provided will cover at least some of the cost of medical treatment. Please be sure
to read the health insurance policy carefully.

OFFICE SPACE

Each Fellow will be provided office space in the Freeman Fellows building. The
office building has a wireless internet connection (wifi) for a laptop. A desktop
computer and some office supplies will also be provided along with a telephone
for scholars to use for local calls. The office building has a conference room
where seminars and other events are held. There is a kitchen equipped with a
microwave, coffee pot, hot water pot, and a refrigerator. These can be used by
the Fellows. Fellows may bring their lunch and eat in the kitchen. Fellows are
responsible for keeping the kitchen clean. There is also a small meeting room
where Fellows can meet privately with colleagues.

12
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\% USeE AND CARE OF THE OFFICE BUILDING

Each Freeman Fellow will have a key to the Freeman Fellows office which will
allow access 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. There is no formal cleaning service,
so Fellows, the coordinator, and other resident scholars are responsible for
keeping the facility free of trash. If you encounter any problems that would
require the attention of University facilities (broken equipment, leaks, or other
problems) please notify the coordinator immediately. No alcohol is allowed in the
Freeman Fellows office building. (See the policy below)

\% UNIVERSITY OF |LLINOIS ALCOHOL PoLicy

o] No one under the age of 21 may store, possess, or consume alcoholic
beverages on any property under the control of the University of lllinois,
including certified housing.

o] Persons 21 years of age or older may not possess or consume alcoholic
beverages on any property of the University other than in such areas or at such
functions specifically designated or approved for such use.

COMPUTER USE

The computers at the Freeman Fellows Program offices are to be used for
research, writing, and communication with family and friends. Use of the
computers, printers, and online access is a privilege regulated by University
policies. If any of the University technical equipment and facilities are improperly
used or altered, these privileges will be suspended and/or revoked.

Please visit this link to the policy on computer use at the University of Illinois for
further information:

http://www.cites.illinois.edu/security/orientation/aup.pdf

\% ONLINE ACCESS

While there is much information available online and most of it can be
downloaded, computer users of UIUC facilities must honor the terms of access
and may not abuse the privilege of accessing information by illegally
downloading material onto their own or UIUC computers. Any person identified
via his or her electronic "signature" will be held financially responsible for any
fines and charges which arise from that misuse.

13
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\4 HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE

Fellows may not make any physical changes to the computers or printers in the
offices. Nothing is to be unplugged, rewired, nor is any software to be added to
or removed from any of the machines without the knowledge and consent of the
Freeman Fellows coordinator. Any changes to the computers must be made by
our technology support department, ATLAS. If any UIUC computer or printer
becomes disabled or needs servicing because of improper use, the Fellow using
the computer/printer will be financially responsible for the costs of reestablishing
the original configuration of the hardware/software combinations. The cost for
servicing technical equipment is $40+ per hour.

FREEMAN FELLOWS WEBSITE

Debuted in spring 2011, the Freeman Fellows website is a resource for both
current and past Freeman Fellows as well as the general public. The website
offers program information, showcases accomplishments of former Freeman
Fellows, and serves as a communication tool for all those associated with the
program.

The Freeman Fellows program website can be viewed at:

http://freemanfellows.ceaps.illinois.edu

14
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VISA REGULATIONS

Freeman Fellows have been granted J-1 visas by the United States government.
These visas do not permit any form of non-university paid employment. Violation
of the terms of the J-1 visa will be grounds for immediate deportation. If a Fellow
is found in violation of this law, neither CEAPS nor the University can do anything
to assist the violator. The Freeman Fellows Program will grant no visa extensions.

VISAS FOR SPOUSES/FAMILY

Family member(s) coming to the United States, at the beginning of the program,
with the Fellow, will need to apply for their DS-2019 at the same time as the
Fellow. This can be accomplished on line.

If a family member decides to come later, the spouse and/or child must apply for
tourist visas at the US Embassy or Consulate in China. When requested by the
Fellow, the Office of International Student and Scholar Services will prepare the
paperwork for the DS-2019 for family members. The visa application process is a
private matter, and the Freeman Fellows Program is not able to assist in that
application process.

It needs to be made clear that neither the University nor the Center has any
"special" ability to assist Fellows in securing visas from the US Embassy or
Consulates in China. Those agencies have their own guidelines in deciding who
is and who is not granted visas.

If family members come to stay or visit, please understand that no family
members are included in any field trips or any travel with the scholars or any
other Freeman Fellow activities. If there are any activities where family members
can be included, notification will be given in advance.

16
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THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND BEFORE LEAVING CHINA

This information will be useful to know before departing from China. Go to this
website for more information on the local communities:

http://www.visitchampaigncounty.orqg/

Information about the University of lllinois will be found at: http://illinois.edu/

POPULATION: Champaign... 75,254  Urbana... 40,550
CLIMATE: All the temperatures are stated in Fahrenheit.

The average high temperature of the winter season is 32 degrees and the low
temperature is 16 degrees. During the spring season, the average high
temperature is 65 degrees and the low is 45 degrees. The average high
temperature for the summer season is 85 degrees and the low temperature is 65
degrees. The average high temperature for the fall season is 65 degrees and the
low temperature is 45 degrees.

Average snowfall January through March is 4 to 7 inches per month with an
average of 28.5 inches of snow per year. Between April and July there is an

average of 5to 7 thunderstorms per month and our annual rainfall is 39.74 inches.

During June, July, and August there is an average of six to seven days per month
when the temperature is above 90 degrees. Historically, July is the warmest
month. This information should be useful in planning what clothing to bring.

MONEY

When making preparations for leaving China for the flight to America, please
make sure to bring small American currency; for example, $20s, $10s, and $5s.
Some of our Fellows in the past have come with cash in $100 bills. It is very
difficult to get these bills changed when you purchase something or pay for
shuttle service. Also, please be cautious about carrying large amounts of cash
when you travel in America.

Find out before leaving China if you can use your Chinese bank card
internationally. Be aware of any extra fees for this service. If you are able to use
your Chinese bank card to withdraw money, you will need a pin number to be
able to withdraw money in the U.S. The standard pin number length is four digits.
Some Automated Teller Machines (ATM) may accept pin numbers longer than
four digits while others may not.

Fellows planning to take part in optional study tours should bring enough money
with them to cover all their travel expenses. The University of lllinois cannot
accept rei mbursement by a Fell owbs home

17
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ELECTRICAL VOLTAGE IN CHINA AND THE U.S.

America uses a different type of electrical voltage than China. In China, the
standard voltage is 220 Volts, whereas in America, the voltage is 120 Volts. Due
to the significant difference in voltage, it is necessary that Fellows have a voltage
converter to use electrical items from China in America. Voltage converters are
also called power converters or travel adapters. However, it is important to note
that a "travel adapter” is not the same as an "adapter plug". Adapter plugs are
only used if a particular plug shape does not fit the standard electrical outlet.

LUGGAGE

Luggage should be clearly marked, both on the inside and the outside, with the
Fellowbs address in China, AND:Frebnean Betlave e ss o f
Program, 912 S. Fifth Street, Champaign, IL 61020. Please write these addresses

in English. Lost luggage will have a better chance of being returned if it is

marked in this way.

STATE OF ILLINOIS SMOKING POLICY

The State of Illinois has a non-smoking ordinance which forbids smoking in any
public places. The University of lllinois is also a non-smoking facility, so the only
place someone can smoke is in a car or outside, at least 15 feet from the entrance
of any building.

SCHOOLING FOR CHILDREN

School-age children can be enrolled in schools in the Urbana School District.
Public schools, including elementary, middle and high schools do not charge
tuition. The following documents are needed for registration:

1. The Fellowbs photo id and a photo id for t
State ID card, Passport, or other Photo ID)
2. Physical examination

All new students MUST have a physical examination at the Urbana School-Based
Health Center. Call the school health center at (217) 239-4220 and make an
appointment as soon as possible after arriving. The examination cost is
approximately $20 per child. Please note that without the documents listed above,
no child will be allowed to attend school. For more details, please contact Urbana
School District 116 at (217) 384-3600 or visit their website www.usd116.0rg.
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