
Looking to create a greater impact on society than you 

can through research or teaching alone? 
ANNOUNCING 

  Graduate Fellowship in Specialized Journalism  
 Department of Journalism  

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

 DEADLINE TO APPLY IS MARCH 1, 2015 
The depth and breadth of knowledge required of journalists in our information-rich society has 

expanded dramatically. To create a new generation of expert journalists, the Illinois journalism 

department has launched a program that will support in each academic year as many as six 

master’s degree candidates who already have deep knowledge in the form of advanced 

academic or professional degrees, including the PhD, MBA, M.D., law degree or other such 

specialized higher degrees, and aspire to work as journalists covering their fields of 

specialization.  

 

Each will undertake a 32-hour curriculum tailored to that candidate’s experience and career 

aspirations. In the one-year program, they will learn to think not only as scholars aiming to 

reach other scholars but also as journalists aiming to make complicated topics in their field 

understandable and compelling to educated, but non-expert audiences. 

 

Candidates will receive a waiver of tuition and fees and a personal stipend 

 

The Illinois journalism faculty includes award-winning professionals with extensive experience 

in broadcast, documentary, literary, investigative, magazine, multimedia, newspaper, online 

and visual journalism who will work closely with each candidate to create a uniquely 

individualized experience at one of the nation’s leading research institutions. 

 

Candidates will emerge not only with a year of intensive experience in journalism but also with 

a capstone project designed to demonstrate their journalistic abilities for potential employers. 

 

FALL (12 credits) 

JOUR 501: Intensive Reporting and Writing Across Platforms (4 hours)   

JOUR 505: Master’s Pro-seminar (4 hours) 

Electives – minimum of 4 hours at the JOUR 400 level  



 

SPRING (16 credits) 

JOUR 500: Contemporary Issues in Journalism (4 hours)   

JOUR 515A: Master’s Project: Part 1 (4 hours) 

Electives – minimum of 8 hours at the JOUR 400 level  

 

SUMMER (4 credits) 

JOUR 515B: Master’s Project: Part 2 (4 hours)  

Total – 32 credits 

 

Suggested electives: 

JOUR 425: Multimedia Editing and Design (4 hours) 

JOUR 450: Media and Public Opinion (3 hours)  

JOUR 451: Research Methods in Journalism (3 hours)  

JOUR 452: Great Books of Journalism (3 hours)  

JOUR 460: Special Topics (1 to 4 hours, may be repeated if topics vary) 

JOUR 460: Digital Media Practicum (3 hours) 

JOUR 470: International Reporting (3 hours) 

JOUR 471: Science Journalism (3 hours) 

JOUR 475: Magazine Writing (3 hours) 

JOUR 480: Advanced Reporting (3 hours, may be repeated if topics vary)  

JOUR 481: Literary Feature Writing (3 hours)  

JOUR 482: Immersion Journalism (3 hours)  

JOUR 483: Investigative Journalism (3 hours)  

JOUR 490: Professional Project (3 hours, may be repeated if topics vary) 

JOUR 495: Internship Seminar (1 hour, may be repeated) 

JOUR 590: Advanced Topics in Journalism (2 to 4 hours, may be repeated)  

 

APPLICATIONS ARE DUE BY MARCH 1, 2015  

For information on how to apply contact: 

Nancy Benson  

Director of Graduate Studies 

Department of Journalism  

nbenson@illinois.edu 

 


