
Economics 202—Business Statistics* 
University of Illinois  ·  Spring 2017 

Professor Colleen Schultz 

phone/voicemail:  333-4588 

office:  112 DKH   

email:  colleen@illinois.edu 

Lecture:  Tuesday and Thursday 9:30am-10:20am LHT 

Discussion Section:  Wednesdays, various times, 111 DKH or 206 DKH, as assigned 
 

Required Texts:  Schultz, Economics 202 Course Packet, Spring 17:   Lad Custom Publishing.           

                               You must have the packet for this semester—you may not use previous semesters’ packets.   

                                        Aplia homework platform containing the etext Modern Business Statistics with Microsoft Office Excel 

4e by Anderson, Sweeney, and Williams.  This is available for purchase directly online.  This is a 

custom package with a greatly reduced price for our students.  Do not pay more than the price of 

$90.  Choose CENTRAL as your time zone.  Please carefully enter your UIN—this is how we match 

your homework with your grade—do not leave it blank or enter your netid.  When registering, ONLY 

use this website (also given on Compass2g): http://login.cengagebrain.com/course/H9KJ-4SZA-T8BX  
We have a dedicated Technical Support site for Aplia with a link on Compass2g.   

You should use this site if you need technical help with Aplia.   

 

Required Materials:   

A simple electronic calculator and a pencil.  You should ALWAYS bring your calculator to class! The functions needed 

on your calculator are addition, subtraction, multiplication, division and square root.  Calculators with statistical or 

more advanced features will not be permitted in exams.  (Functions such as memory, +/- and % are permitted.) You 

need to bring this simple calculator to class every day.    

You should use a calculator in class that meets the standards for exams.  You may not use a cell phone as a 

calculator.   

 

In addition to your simple calculator described above, your i-card and a pencil are required for exams.  

 

Course Grade:   

    

•Exam I (Thursday, 2/9/17 at 7pm)      20%   

 •Exam II (Thursday, 3/9/17 at 7pm)      20%   

 •Exam III  (Thursday, 4/13/17 at 7pm)      20%   

 •Final Exam (FMS scheduled time/date—5/9/17 at 7pm)   25% 

 •Non-Exam Points:  Homework, In Class Quizzes, etc    15% 

 

Letter grades will be assigned only at the end of the semester based on the overall score for the course.   After 

seeing the grade distribution, I may decide to ‘curve’ the class.  This decision will be made after the final exam 

when the entire class average/distribution is known. The curve has the potential to increase your grade from what 

you have earned or have your grade stay the same as what you have earned, but it will not decrease your earned 

grade.  Additionally, I may offer a different breakdown for determining final grades, but students will always have 

the option to be graded with the breakdown given above.  The percentage cutoff for each grade will be as 

follows:   

A:   92– 100   C:   72 – 77.99  

A-:  90 – 91.99  C-:  70 – 71.99  

B+: 88 – 89.99   D+: 68 – 69.99  

B :  82 – 87.99   D:   62 – 67.99  

B-:  80 – 81.99   D-:  60 – 61.99 

C+: 78 – 79.99   F:    0 – 59.99 

If you “need” or “want” a certain grade in the course, you should work hard and study diligently from the beginning 

of the semester; there will be nothing you can do to raise your grade above what you have earned.  Once the 

scale is assigned by the instructor at the end of the course, no exceptions will be made; we do not round grades 

up. 

We do not offer honors learning agreements for this course.  

Compass2g:  Our course will use Compass2g.  Additional course policies and course information will be listed there.  

You are responsible to regularly check Compass2g for announcements and to review your grades.  The syllabus 

quiz will be available on Compass2g as will office hour information.   

http://login.cengagebrain.com/course/H9KJ-4SZA-T8BX


 Semester Exams:  Exams will be “closed book” and are currently scheduled in Foellinger Auditorium. You will be 

provided with a formula sheet and tables if needed for that exam.  For each exam you will need your i-card, a 

PENCIL and a simple electronic calculator, described above.  The exams will be held at 7pm and the confirmed 

locations will be announced in class.  During an exam, having loose papers or a book on the floor near your chair 

will be considered cheating, regardless of whether you look at them during the exam.  Cell phones and other 

electronic devices are not permitted in the exam room.  If we see your cell phone or other device, you will be 

considered to be cheating.   

Students that have conflicts with any of these exams because of having another exam that evening, having 

another class that evening, religious holiday conflicts, athletic team conflicts, regularly scheduled employment or 

other foreseeable valid conflict must fill out the conflict request form (link is on Compass2g) by January 20 (or within 

48 hours of registering for a conflict creating course for the first time if initial registration is after January 20) in order 

to sign up for the conflict exam.  This date is the deadline to request a conflict for all three exams.  A conflict exam 

will be scheduled for each midterm on the day of the exam there will be no additional make up exams offered 

after the exam.  Any student who presents me (NOT a TA) with a valid, verifiable and timely excuse to miss an exam 

after the deadline will use their percentage score on the final exam as their percentage score for the missed exam.    

(Any student requesting by the deadline who has a valid excuse to be unable to attend both the regular exam and 

the scheduled conflict exam will also have their percentage score on the final exam as their percentage score for 

the missed exam.)   Any student who misses an exam without presenting me with a valid and verifiable excuse may 

receive a score of zero on that exam.  Once a student takes an exam, the exam may not be excused.  Students 

experiencing a sudden illness should see a doctor and should obtain a note from the physician stating that they are 

too ill to attend the exam and present this to the emergency dean.  Students needing to miss an exam for any 

other last minute reason (family emergency, etc) should contact the emergency dean prior to the exam to obtain 

a letter substantiating the excuse.  In addition to a letter from the emergency dean, students may be required to 

produce additional evidence of their absence in order for the absence to be considered excused.  Truly 

exceptional situations will be dealt with on an individual basis.  Any student registered with DRES that is in need of 

accommodations should give me their RFA letter in person (before or after class is fine) at least two weeks before 

accommodations are needed (earlier if possible).  Students will have class time cancelled because of the evening 

exams but it will not necessarily be on the day of the exam.  

Because scores from scantron forms are uploaded electronically, it is extremely important, if there is a scantron 

form, that students correctly code their name, and netid, and UIN on the exam in addition to entering the 

responses to the multiple choice questions.  Only answers entered onto the scantron form will be counted.  Points 

will be taken off exams for failure to code in identification data (name, net id, UIN etc).  When filling out scantron 

forms, it’s important to completely fill in the circle corresponding with your response, but please do not press so hard 

when filling out the form that your answers “bleed” onto the other side of the form.  This will result in errors on both 

your questions as well as your identification information.   

 

Final Exam:  The cumulative final exam will be held according to the final schedule published by FMS which is 

currently scheduled for Tuesday, May 9 at 7pm.  There is no conflict exam for the final in this course.  For students 

with emergencies during final exams:  Undergraduate students must obtain the approval of the dean of their 

college to defer a final examination. Undergraduate students who must miss a scheduled examination should 

report this fact to the dean of their college as soon as possible and before the examination period.  For satisfactory 

reasons, students may be “excused” by the dean of their college and examined later by their instructor.  This make-

up final exam will not be held during final exam week but rather will be held during the next semester.   

 

Non-Exam Points:   

Students will have the opportunity to earn up to a maximum of 150 points toward the non-exam point component 

of their grade by doing homework, taking in-class quizzes and occasionally through other opportunities.  Each 

homework set offers a maximum of 10 points and each in-class quiz will offer a maximum of 10 points.   The point 

opportunities offered exceed 150 points—this is to account for the occasional missed class  (due to illness, excused 

absence, late add to the course, or any other reason) or to account for the occasional problems a student may 

encounter with a question on a homework assignment, etc.  Therefore, there will be no make-ups for in-class 

quizzes or homework and no accommodation for any other missed non-exam points.   [The 150 points will be 

converted to 15% of the grade at the end of the semester.] 

 

Homework:  Doing and understanding the homework problems will significantly improve your understanding of 

the material and your performance on the exams.  Homework will be administered mainly on Aplia and 

occasionally may be administered on Compass2g.  Each Aplia homework assignment is worth 10 points, 

regardless of the number of points shown on Aplia.   Please do not put off doing the homework until the last day 

as unforeseen personal circumstances may hinder your timely completion if you put the homework off until the 

last minute and we will not excuse you from the homework or extend the deadline for such situations.  Aplia will 

list all the chapters in the e-textbook on the first week of the course.  You are NOT required to read all these 

sections.  They are there so that it will be convenient for you to find any chapter during the course of the 

semester if you need.   



 

In-Class Quizzes and other point opportunities:  There will be occasional in-class quizzes worth up to a maximum 

of 10 points each and other opportunities with points given at the time the points are offered.     

  
 Sending email messages regarding Econ 202:  Due to both federal privacy laws and course policy, please adhere 

to the following guidelines: 
1.  You MUST email only from an email account for which the reply address is your Illinois account 

(netid@illinois.edu).  I will not send responses to messages to non @illinois.edu accounts. 
2.  Sign your email message with your full name, TA’s name netid and UIN.  
3.  You do not need to email me if you are going to miss class.  I only need to know about an absence if it involves 

a missed exam. 
4.  The TAs are responsible for entering grades and inquiries regarding such should be addressed to your TA.  TAs 

cannot give out any grade information via email.  

5.  At the end of this semester your grades will be available on UI-Integrate:   

http://www.registrar.illinois.edu/check-your-grades.  I cannot give grade information over email, nor can your 

TAs.  Our course policy is as follows:   If you have a question regarding your final/grade in the course, please 

contact your TA in person.   If your TA finds that an error has been made in the recording or calculating of your 

grade, he/she will contact me and I will make any valid corrections. 

6.  I do my best to respond in a timely manner—please do not expect an immediate response especially if you 

email on an evening or weekend.  
7.  If multiple students email with the same question/request, or if the question is applicable to all students, I may 

post a reply to all students on Compass or make an announcement in class rather than individually replying to all 

email messages.   I consider this to be replying to your inquiry.   

8.  Please do not expect a response to an email asking questions that are explicitly answered on the syllabus.    
  
Attendance:  Students are expected to attend class and to be on time.  Students with poor attendance records 

tend to do poorly on the exams.  I strongly urge you to attend all of the class sessions.  Students are responsible for 

what is communicated in class and are responsible to check Compass2g regularly.   If you miss a class, you should 

get the notes from another student in class and/or go to TA office hours if you need help catching up.  Students 

who miss too much class will be referred to their dean regarding whether it is appropriate to remain enrolled in the 

course.  Students are also expected to pay attention in class, to work on in-class problems when asked and to 

refrain from texting, doing other class work, talking during lecture times, etc.  Laptop computers, tablets, cell phones 

(or cell phone type devices) and I-pods are not allowed in the classroom. 
  
Help in the Course/Office Hours: If you have questions regarding the content of the course, you should attend 

office hours to get help. Information will be given in class and/or posted on Compass2g.   Due to the nature of the 

material in this course, it is not efficient for the TAs to email answers to specific statistics questions and so you should 

get help in person during office hours for content related questions.   
Office hours will be held in the basement of DKH during the hours posted on Compass2g.              
In order to provide you with more access to help with questions involving the content of the course, you may 

request help on content questions from any of the Econ 202 TAs, not just your own.   However, you must only speak 

to your TA if the question is about your grade or specific instructions given for your section.  If you miss class, you 

should get the course notes from a classmate or from the recommended textbook for the class.  The TAs will be 

happy to help with specific questions on material but will not re-teach entire lectures or discussion sections that 

were missed except in the most extreme of circumstances.  

End of semester issues:   

After the last homework assignment is turned in, I will list (on Compass2g) your grade so far out of 75 so that you 

know your standing before the final exam.  The final exam is worth the remaining 25% of your grade.  If you have 

been excused from an exam, you will have a 0 currently for that exam.  When you take the final exam, we will 

replace the 0 with the corresponding percentage that you score on the final exam.  I will send an email when this is 

posted.  Please check your grades on Compass2g as you will have 24 hours after the grades are posted to bring to 

our attention any errors in recording or calculating.  This must be done via email.  After this point the recorded 

grades will be considered final.   (You do not need to email if you see a zero in an exam you missed because you 

were excused.  Those will be corrected after the final exam.)   

The final exam will be held as scheduled by the University.  There is no conflict exam for the final in this course.  For 

students with emergencies during final exams:  Undergraduate students must obtain the approval of the dean of 

their college to defer a final examination. Undergraduate students who must miss a scheduled examination should 

report this fact to the dean of their college as soon as possible and before the examination period.  For satisfactory 

reasons, students may be “excused” by the dean of their college and examined later by their instructor.  This make-

up final exam will not be held during final exam week but rather will be held during the next semester.   



Because I need to maintain fairness and equity for all students, and because of our policy listed earlier "If you 

“need” or “want” a certain grade in the course, you should work hard and study diligently from the beginning of 

the semester; there will be nothing you can do to raise your grade above what you have earned.  Once the scale 

is assigned by the instructor at the end of the course, no exceptions will be made; we do not round grades up.,"   I 

will not be able to meet with individual students regarding why they feel they should be given a grade higher than 

the one that they earned or to explain that their grades do not reflect their knowledge of the subject matter. I will 

be happy to deal with recording or calculating issues via email.   

At the end of this semester your grades will be available on UI-Integrate:   

http://www.registrar.illinois.edu/check-your-grades.  I cannot give grade information over email, nor can your 

TAs.  Our course policy is as follows:   If you have a question regarding your final/grade in the course, please 

contact your TA in person.   If your TA finds that an error has been made in the recording or calculating of your 

grade, he/she will contact me and I will make any valid corrections. 

 

 Academic Integrity:  Violations of academic integrity as given in the Code of Policies and Regulations will be taken 

extremely seriously, and students found cheating in the course (or helping others to cheat) will be penalized 

according to the Code’s guidelines.   Students may be photographed or videotaped during exams or during class 

and/or exams.   

 
 Course Content:  We will cover the topics outlined in the course notes which roughly correspond with the material 

in the etext, 4e, Chapters 1-9 omitting 5.5, 5.6, 6.1 and 6.3.   The main topics include descriptive statistics, graphing, 

sampling, probability, discrete distributions, continuous distributions, sampling distributions, confidence intervals, and 

hypothesis testing.   
  
Copyright/Recording  © The contents of the syllabus, class materials, lectures, and course book for this course are 

protected under the copyright laws of the United States. They are intended for the private use of students and may 

not be reproduced in any way, shape, or form without the express written permission of the author.   

Tape/video/photo recording of course lectures is prohibited.      

 

 

* This syllabus had a printing deadline well before the beginning of the semester.  Any corrections or additions to this 

syllabus or our course policies will be available online on our course page on Compass2g.  Please check this page 

regularly.   

  



 

 

1 Intro/Math review/Concepts for class 

2 Charts 

3 Descriptive Statistics 

4 Group Data 

5 Measures of Linear Association 

6 Review/Exam 

7 Probability 

8 Discrete Distributions-- Expected Value and Variance 

9 Discrete Distributions-- Linear Association 

10 Binomial Distribution 

11 Normal Distribution 

12 Review/Exam 

13 Sampling Distribution of Sample Mean and Central Limit Theorem 

14 Sampling Distribution of Sample Proportion 

15 Sampling Methods/Confidence Interval for Mean Population Variance Known 

16 Confidence Interval for Mean t and Proportion 

17 Confidence Interval Sample Size 

18 Review/Exam 

19 Hypothesis Testing Intro 

20 Hypothesis Testing Mean, Population Variance Known, P Value Approach 

21 Hypothesis Testing Mean, Population Variance Known, Rejection Region Approach 

22 Hypothesis Testing Mean, Population Variance Unknown, Rejection Region Approach 

23 Hypothesis Testing Proportion 

24 Review/Final Exam 

 


