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Sharing A Vision 2017 is just around the corner and believe me, you do not want to miss out! This year we are moving to the 
beautiful Illinois Riverfront at the Embassy Suites Hotel and Conference Center in East Peoria.  Sharing A Vision (SAV) will host 
approximately 75 breakout sessions in alignment with the DEC Recommended Practices. In addition to breakout sessions, SAV 
provides a variety of professional learning through conversation stations, IDEC networking luncheon, art gallery, showcasing and 
exhibits. This year we have added a new registration category with a reduced rate as an added benefit to IDEC members. Whether 
you work in Early Intervention, Early Childhood, Higher Education or community-based programs, this is your conference! Take a 
look at what some of our past participants have had to say!

“Sharing A Vision always provides quality workshops that are geared toward ALL students. As a teacher in an inclusive classroom, 
the information I gained will allow me to try new activities with both children who are typically developing and children with IEPs.”

“I feel energized and inspired after attending this conference. I am ready to go back to work with families and their children. I have 
a better understanding of how to support my coworkers, the children I work with, and myself. Thank you for the opportunity to 
attend this conference. I always look forward to coming!”

“This is the best of all of the trainings I have attended in 21 years!”

Barbara Kaiser, presenter, consultant, author, former college instructor, and founder of two  
child-care centers and an after school program, has traveled around the world sharing her knowledge 
and experience on topics including culture and challenging behavior.  Additionally, Barbara served as 
the chief consultant for Mr. Rogers’ Family Communications and Facing the Challenge, an instructional 
DVD based on the book she co-authored, Challenging Behavior in Young Children. With a Master’s degree 
in educational administration from McGill University, she has a strong theoretical foundation, but above 
all, her perspective is practical, realistic, and compassionate. In her general session, “Beyond Survival: 
Building Your Resilience,” Barbara will prompt us to examine our own behaviors and help professionals 
build resilience in order to respond effectively to challenges. Her breakout sessions include, “Building 
Positive Connections” and “Nothing I Do Works! Understanding, Preventing and Responding Effectively to  
a Child’s Challenging Behavior.” Barbara will also be at pre-conference presenting an all day session 
titled, “Opening the Culture Door: Understanding the Impact Your Culture has on Your Teaching Style and 
Expectations of Children’s Behavior.”

Jonathan Fribley creates learning opportunities that support the growth of early educators and 
young children. His work addresses coaching, adult-child interactions and relationships, early language 
and literacy, assessment, and children’s thinking. He consults, coaches and mentors with public schools, 
Head Start agencies, nonprofit organizations, childcare providers, charter schools, and state agencies 
in over 20 states. He is a former early childhood educator and parent educator with St. Cloud Public 
Schools, MN. If you are unable to join Jonathan during the pre-conference, be sure to check out his 
breakout sessions, “Coaching with Powerful Interactions:  Promoting a Powerful Interactions Climate  
Among Adults to Support Children’s Learning and Success” and “Coaches and Teachers as Mutual Learning 
Partners: Stories of Coaching with Powerful Interactions.”

Carole Stephens is dubbed “the Pied Piper of children’s music” and is a nationally renowned music 
specialist. Her cross-curricular music and guidance techniques instantly invite all audiences from the 
youngest child to the oldest adult to join in singing, dancing and rhythmic movement. Miss Carole has 
been teaching music for children 1 - 6 years old since 1989. Through her company, Macaroni Soup!, 
she travels across the U.S. presenting concerts for children and families, and workshops for teachers, 
librarians and parents. Her seven award-winning CD’s are treasured for their usefulness, appropriateness 
and simplicity. Bring your comfortable shoes and join Miss Carole in her breakout sessions, “Welcome! 
Invite All Children of All Abilities into the World of Learning through Music and Movement” and “1-2-3 EYES 
ON ME! Engagement and Learning through Music!”

GREETINGS EARLY CHILDHOOD COMMUNITY!

2017 GENERAL SESSION SPEAKER

HIGHLIGHTED PRESENTERS



Join Kaplan’s Steven Erwin for his interactive session,  “Playful Exploration: Building a Foundation for Development and Learning.” 
This introductory session will give teachers an opportunity to explore and understand how children’s play is the gateway to 
children’s growth and development. This session will provide small group discussions, role-playing and video examples that will 
identify how play supports not only the social and emotional growth but also how cognitive growth is stimulated through play.      

Ron Mohl from Lakeshore Learning Materials brings over 17 years of experience to his role and focuses on the importance of 
play in the learning process. Ron’s trainings help educators enrich curricula related to language development, math, science, 
music and diversity. Join Ron in his session, “Family Engagement with Effective Strategies” to explore brain development, discuss 
strategies to maintain the home language and celebrate the home culture of the children we work with.

CURRENT SPONSORS

HIGHLIGHTED VENDOR SESSIONS

A variety of sessions will qualify for the following: Professional Development clock hours for licensed educators through the Illinois 
State Board of Education; Continuing Education (CE) for Speech-Language Pathologists, Social Workers, Occupational Therapists, 
and Physical Therapists license renewal through the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation; Gateways to 
Opportunity Registry and Early Intervention Credentialing hours.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CREDITS

BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORSILVER LEVEL SPONSOR

GOLD LEVEL SPONSOR

PLATINUM LEVEL SPONSOR



Full and half day optional Pre-Conference Workshops will be offered this year. All programs include lunch and the cost is $50.00  
to attend one full day, one half day, or two half day workshops. Please visit www.sharingavision.org for workshop descriptions  
and education credit offered. 

FULL DAY WORKSHOPS (9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.)
1.  Opening the Culture Door: Understanding the Impact Your Culture has on Your Teaching Style  

and Expectations of Children’s Behavior  
Speaker: Barbara Kaiser 
Host: Illinois STAR NET

2.  Maximizing the Danielson Framework for Teacher Evaluation in Early Childhood Classrooms:  New  
Tools and Early Childhood Video Resources to Promote Effective Teacher and Leader Collaboration  
Speakers: Lisa Hood and Pam Rosa 
Host: Center for the Study of Education Policy, Illinois State University

3.  Working with Families: Refresh Your Knowledge of IDEA and How to Work with Families of  
Children with Disabilities 
Speaker: Andrea Marwah 
Host: Illinois School for the Deaf Outreach

4.  Powerful Interactions: How to Connect with Children to Extend Their Learning 
Speaker: Jonathan Fribley 
Host: Early Childhood Center of Professional Learning

5.  Lead Learn Excel Leader Learning Exchange 
Speaker: Marsha Hawley 
Host: Ounce of Prevention Fund

HALF DAY WORKSHOPS
1.  Implicit Bias:  The Thief of Progress 

Speaker: Benton Johnson, Ph.D., LCPC 
Host: Early Intervention Training Program 
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

2.  Whose Team Are You On?  Positive Teaming and Collaboration in Early Intervention 
Speaker: Susan Nevin, M.Ed 
Host: Early Intervention Training Program 
Time: 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25

Jeanette A. McCollum Award
During the Sharing A Vision Conference, the Illinois Division for Early Childhood (IDEC) of the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) 
will present the Jeanette A. McCollum Award to an early childhood professional, family member, student, or community member 
who meets the high standards of professional practice set by Dr. Jeanette A. McCollum, Professor Emeritus at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  Nominations are being sought for the 2017 award. Please consider nominating someone who has 
made a significant contribution on a state, regional, or local level to improve the lives of young children with special needs  
and/or their families. 

Family Engagement Award
This is a competitive award, established in 2015, and will be presented biennially at SAV. The award is presented to an early 
childhood professional, family member, student, or community member who has made significant contributions on a state, 
regional, or local level which has improved or will improve the lives of young children with special needs, their families, or those 
who work on their behalf. Contributions must be related to family engagement and be consistent with the overall goals of IDEC.  
The winner’s name is kept a secret until it is announced at the SAV opening session.

Please visit www.sharingavision.org for specific nominating criteria and submission information, before the deadline of June 30.  
 

AWARD NOMINATIONS



FULL CONFERENCE SCHEDULE CAN BE VIEWED AT:
WWW.SHARINGAVISION.ORG

Showcasing is an opportunity for participants to present unique features about their programs, innovative ideas or techniques, 
or share the results of research and evaluation efforts with conference attendees. Showcasing is a wonderful opportunity for 
networking and exchanging ideas! 

Back by popular demand, the 2017 Sharing A Vision Conference will feature a Creative Expressions Art Gallery!  Don’t miss this 
opportunity to showcase the exciting art experiences happening in your program!

In order to make this a successful event, we are requesting donations of artwork from children (birth-eight) attending early  
childhood programs across the state.  The items will be available for auction and will not be returned.

Programs that donate artwork will be entered to WIN new art supplies!

Items will be collected through September 1, 2017.

Please visit www.sharingavision.org for necessary art donation forms and more information.  Please contact Anna Owen  
at ak-owen@wiu.edu (for Northwest Illinois), Carissa Carlson at ccarlso@ilstu.edu (for Central Illinois), Mary Wonderlick at  
wonderlick.ecsepro@sbcglobal.net (for Chicagoland area), or Denise Henry at dkhenry33@gmail.com (for Southern Illinois)  
to make arrangements for the delivery of quality art gallery items.

SHOWCASING

ART GALLERY

October 25:  Pre-Conference Workshops
October 26:  General Session, Breakout Sessions, Art Gallery, Showcasing, Annual IDEC Meeting, Exhibits
October 27:  Breakout Sessions, Art Gallery, Showcasing, Conversation Stations, Exhibits

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Embassy Suites Hotel and Conference Center
100 Conference Center Drive 
East Peoria, IL 61611

A discounted group of guest suites have been held at the Embassy Suites Hotel and Conference Center, East Peoria, for SAV 
conference attendees for October 24-28, 2017. The release date will be October 3, 2017. If rooms have not been reserved by that 
date, rooms will be subject to availability. There are two ways for guests to make their reservations:

 

 

 

The room rate is $129.00/night + tax for Single or Double Occupancy; $139.00/night + tax for Triple Occupancy; and $149.00/night 
+ tax for Quad Occupancy. The room rate includes the full hot breakfast buffet and evening reception in the lobby.

CONFERENCE HOTEL

1.To make reservations online: 
Visit www.embassysuiteseastpeoria.com 
Select check in date and check out date 
Click the blue link that reads “Add special rate codes” 
Enter SAV into the Group Code box 
Select Check Availability

2. To make reservations by using website: 
Visit group.embassysuites.com/2017SharingAVisionConf 
Adjust your check in and checkout date 
Select Room Type 
Finish Reservation by putting in your information

http://sharingavision.org
mailto:ak-owen@wiu.edu
mailto:ccarlso@ilstu.edu
http://www.embassysuiteseastpeoria.com/
http://group.embassysuites.com/2017SharingAVisionConf


EARLY BIRD DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 8, 2017    |   REGULAR DEADLINE: OCTOBER 11, 2017
Please print clearly and use a separate form for each registrant.

First Name _________________________________________ Last Name ________________________________________________

School/Agency _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________ State___________________________Zip _______________________

Work Phone _______________________________________ Home Phone ______________________________________________

Fax _______________________________________________ Email _____________________________________________________

IDEC Member Number (if applicable)______________________________________________________________________________ 

IEIN (Required for ISBE Licensed Educators; Check the Educator Licensure Information System (ELIS) for this information at 
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Educator-Licensure-Information-System.aspx ) _____________________________________________

Position:

Program (in which you are employed or your child currently attends):

First time conference attendee? q Yes    q No                                  q Please check if you are a SAV Conference Planning Chairperson

Special Needs (dietary or other) _________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Optional Pre-Conference Workshops, Wednesday, Oct. 25 - Advance Registration Required: 

Registration for the Pre-Conference day is $50.00 whether attending one full day, one half day, or two half day workshops. All 
programs include lunch, which will be served from 12:00-1:00pm.  

Full Day Workshops:  
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  (8:30 a.m. Registration) 
 

q Administrator
q Early Interventionist

q Family Member
q Family Educator

q Related Service Provider
q Teacher

q Teacher Assistant
q Other ________________

q Birth-3 Early Intervention
q Birth-3 Prevention Initiative
q Child Care/Community Preschool
q Early Childhood Special Education
q Elementary:  Kindergarten-3rd Grade 

q Head Start/Early Head Start 
q Mental Health Consultant 
q Preschool for All/Preschool Expansion
q Other ___________________________________________

ATTENDEE REGISTRATION FORM

q Opening the Culture Door: Understanding the Impact  
    Your Culture has on Your Teaching Style and Expectations  
    of Children’s Behavior

q Maximizing the Danielson Framework for Teacher  
    Evaluation in Early Childhood Classrooms: New Tools and  
    Early Childhood Video Resources to Promote Effective  
    Teacher and Leader Collaboration 
 

q Working with Families: Refresh Your Knowledge of IDEA  
    and How to Work with Families of Children with Disabilities

q Powerful Interactions: How to Connect with Children to  
    Extend Their Learning

q Lead Learn Excel Leader Learning Exchange

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Educator-Licensure-Information-System.aspx


Half Day Workshops: 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (8:30 a.m. Registration)             1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. (12:30 p.m. Registration)

Registration Fees:
Conference fee includes two full days of sessions, exhibits, and continental breakfast and lunch on both days. Registration fees 
are the same whether attending one or two days. A $20.00 processing fee will be charged for registrations cancelled prior to the 
deadline of October 11. No refunds will be issued after October 11. Substitutions may be made by transferring registration to 
another individual if request is made in writing to tekerr@ilstu.edu. 

Please indicate which days you plan to attend:  q Thursday, October 26      q Friday, October 27

Payment:

 By Phone:  (800) 877-1478 or (309) 438-2160 using Visa, MasterCard, Discover, American Express or PO number,          
   8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday

 By Mail:  Complete form and send with payment to:
   Sharing A Vision 2017
   Illinois State University Conference Services
   Campus Box 8610  
   Normal, IL 61790-8610

 Online:  Visit www.conferences.illinoisstate.edu/savconference using Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express

 By Fax:  Fax completed form to 309-438-5364 with credit card payment or copy of PO number

Check enclosed for $__________________(payable to Illinois State University)  

Purchase Order #_________________________________(PO to be faxed to (309) 438-5364 within two business days)

q Visa    q MasterCard     q Discover     q American Express   

Card Number__________________________________________________________Exp. Date_____________CVV#_____________

Signature on Card _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Confirmation letter/receipt will be sent via e-mail.  For questions, please contact Illinois State University                                      
Conference Services at (800)877-1478 or conferences@ilstu.edu

Photography/Video: Throughout the conference there will be photos taken for fun and promotion.  Please be aware that your 
image and likeness may appear digitally on the Sharing A Vision website and Facebook page or on brochures and newsletters in  
the future. 
 
Note: Registrant contact information may be shared with conference sponsors and exhibitors. 

q $50.00 Pre-Conference Program 
q $210.00 Early Bird Conference (Sept. 8, 2017 Deadline)
q $235.00 Regular Conference (Oct. 11, 2017 Deadline)
q $185.00 IDEC Member Early Bird Conference (Sept. 8, 2017 Deadline)
q $210.00 IDEC Member Regular Conference (Oct. 11, 2017 Deadline) 
 

q $210.00 Family/Student Conference
q $110.00 Special Conference Planning Committee Member
q Complimentary Conference Planning Committee Member
q Complimentary Lead Presenter
q Complimentary Showcasing
         __________ TOTAL

GO ONLINE TO WWW.SHARINGAVISION.ORG 
FOR MORE CONFERENCE INFORMATION

q Implicit Bias: The Thief of Progress q Whose Team Are You On? Positive Teaming and   
   Collaboration in Early Intervention



www.seniorprofessionals.illinoisstate.edu

Conference Services
Campus Box 8610
Normal, IL  61790-8610
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Join Senior Professionals!

WWW.SHARINGAVISION.ORG WWW.SHARINGAVISION.ORG 

Register Now!
Early Bird Deadline  | September 8, 2017

Regular Deadline  |     October 11, 2017

Coordinated by the Illinois Division for Early Childhood of the
Council for Exceptional Children, in collaboration with the Illinois State
Board of Education and the Illinois Department of Human Services


